WCAG 2.1 - 2. Operable for Keyboard Navigation

Based on the WCAG 2.1 requirements 1], “Operable” refers to the usability portion of a website.
This pillar requires front-end knowledge and hands-on experience in user experience which is what
most pure accessibility experts lack, and will not go into actionable detail.

To test WCAG 2.1 principle 2.1, the following standard tests will be done for keyboard testing:

Principle Name
Tabbing order is logical

Use the keyboard to tab through your app. The default
navigation order should be logical and feel natural. [2!

Number | Area Note
1
2
3

Principle Name

Keyboard focus is visible

Use the keyboard to navigate a page and confirm that a visual
indicator shows the element that has keyboard focus. [2]

Number | Area Note
1
2
3
Principle Name Pass Fail

Actionable items receive focus




Use the keyboard to navigate around a page. Test that all
buttons, links, form fields, tabs, and any other interactive items
can accept keyboard focus. If a user can click an item to perform
an action or hover over it to reveal information, it must accept
keyboard focus. [

Number | Area Note

Principle Name

Interactive elements can be navigated

Verify that you can navigate all interactive elements such as
menus, drag-and-drop elements, tabsets, panels, and
autocomplete dropdowns. Verify that you can use the keyboard
to select and activate items. [2]

Pass

Fail

Number | Area Note

Principle Name
Modal dialogs can be navigated

Use the keyboard to open and navigate a modal dialog and
operate every control in it. Verify that you can interact only with
the current modal window, not the page behind it. When a modal
is open, focus should be trapped inside it. Make sure that when
the modal is closed, focus returns to the correct place on the
page. [2]

Pass

Fail

Number | Area Note







